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WESSA is a South African environmental
organisation which aims to initiate and
support high impact environmental and
conservation projects to promote
 participation in caring for the Earth.

For over 90 years we have proactively
engaged with the challenges and
 opportunities presented by our country’s
unique natural heritage and the social
and economic systems that depend on it.
We have become a leading implementer
of environmental initiatives: The
EcoSchools programme is enabling more
than 500 000 learners across nine South
African provinces to achieve their full
 potential towards a sustainable future by
taking environmental action in their own
areas. Blue Flag is the global symbol of
quality for beaches, boats and marinas
in the environmental management of
our coastline and coastal waters to help
tourism growth and development. The
Green Key eco-label recognises tourism
establishments demonstrating excellence
in the field of environmental responsibility
and sustainable operations. We are
 supporting the conservation of life-
 supporting biodiversity and water
 resources through ecological infrastruc-
ture projects which involve the removal
of invasive alien plants and the rehabili-
tation and restoration of ecosystems.  

WESSA is an integral part of the
 international environmental community. 
For more information visit:
www.wessa.co.za

Arbour Month promotes the planting
and maintenance of indigenous trees
throughout South Africa. 

1   International Vulture 
Awareness Day

1 - 7 Arbour Week

8 International Literacy Day
Literacy is a human right and
the  foundation of all learning. 

15 Recycling Day
Encourages South Africans to recycle
at home, school and at work and buy
products made with recycled material. 

16 World Ozone Day
The Earth's ozone layer 
plays  an important role in 
protecting human health 
and the environment. 

16 Coastal Clean-up Day
International Coastal Clean-up Day is
dedicated to the improvement of
beaches, coastal  regions and surrounding
areas  throughout the world. 

21 Zero Emissions Day 

22 World Rhino Day
World Rhino Day  celebrates
all five species of rhino.

24 Heritage Day/
National Braai Day

26 World Environmental
Health Day

11 – 16

Reduce, 
Reuse and 
Recycle!

Clean-up and 
Recycle
Week

Clean-up and Recycle SA Week will take
place this year from 11 – 17 September
2018, with various clean-ups being
planned for neighbourhoods, water
sources and beaches around the country.
One of the highlights of this annual envi-
ronmental awareness event, will be the
22nd International Coastal Clean-Up that
will take place on Saturday, 15 September
2018.

Clean-up and Recycle SA Week is an an-
nual initiative by the local plastics indus-
try, supported and endorsed by the
various packaging and retail streams and
retailers. Each year, close to 120 000 vol-
unteers participate in these clean-up ac-
tivities that take place along roadsides,
rivers, schools, residential and illegal
dumping areas. The initiative is supported
by provincial governments, local munici-
palities, environmental organisations,
businesses, schools and communities.

One of the highlights of Clean-up and Re-
cycle SA week, is South Africa’s participa-
tion in the International Coastal Clean-up
Day (ICC) – the world’s biggest annual
volunteer effort for ocean health that sees
thousands of people flock to beaches to
pick up and remove litter found in the
marine environment.
For more information or to participate in
the 2017 International Coastal Clean-Up,
visit
www.plasticsinfo.co.za
www.cleanupandrecycle.co.za

2 World Habitat Day
The purpose of the day is to reflect on  the
state of our cities and towns and the
basic human right to adequate shelter. 

4 World Animal Day

5 World Teachers' Day
World Teachers' Day
 represents a  significant effort to
raise  awareness, understanding
and  appreciation for the vital contribution
that teachers make to education and
 development across the globe.

9 – 15 National Marine Week 
National Marine Week is a campaign
that aims to educate all South Africans
about the role oceans play in
their daily lives. 

13 African Penguin
Awareness Day

This day is dedicated to
 raising worldwide aware-
ness about the plight of the
endangered African  penguin – the only
 penguin  endemic to the African continent.

6 SADC Malaria Day

11 Origami Day
The folded paper crane 
is an international 
symbol of peace. 

14 World Diabetes Day

16 International Day
for  Tolerance

This day aims to educate people about
the need for tolerance in society and to
help them understand the  negative ef-
fects of intolerance.

20 Universal Children's Day
The Universal Children's Day is
 celebrated to promote international
 togetherness and awareness among
children worldwide and to pay more
 attention to the welfare of our children. 

21 World Fisheries Day
Fishing communities
 worldwide  celebrate this
day to  highlight the
 importance of maintaining
the world's fisheries.

1 World AIDS Day

4 World Wildlife
Conservation Day

5 World Soil Day
Soil is without a doubt, one of the
most significant parts of the  ecosystem,
 contributing to our food, water and
 energy and playing an  important part in
reducing the impact of climate change. 

World Soil Day is mostly celebrated
by soil scientists, who realise the
 importance of healthy soil. 
On this day, build healthy soil 
and become a carbon catcher:
Learn how to make compost from
kitchen and garden waste instead of
throwing it away. Use bioplastics
where available. Usually, plastic takes
hundreds of years to decompose and
pollutes everything around it
in the process. Bioplastic
degrades within several
weeks under the right
composting conditions, 
without polluting the soil.

Innovations based on 
 chemistry will play a key 

role in three areas in particular:

URBAN LIVING
By 2018, more than 
70% of the  population 
will be living in cities. 

FOOD and NUTRITION
Everyone should have  access to
healthy and  nutritious food now
and in the future.  

SMART ENERGY
Our energy demand will  increase
by 50% in 2050!

11 International Mountain Day
Mountain Day is dedicated
to raising  awareness of
the  importance and value
of mountains from an
ecological and economi-
cal perspective.

16 Day of Reconciliation

25 Christmas Day

26 Day of Goodwill

16 World Food Day
Give attention to the global 
misery of hunger and poverty.

17 International Day for the
 Eradication of Poverty

Its objective is to draw attention to the
 importance of poverty eradication for
building sustainable futures for all. 

15
Someone who washes their
hands often is less likely to
get sick, and won’t easily
pass germs on to the

next person.

Global  Handwashing Day

Two billion people worldwide already
eat 1,900 insect species. Though many 

struggle with wrapping their minds 
and mouths around this sustainable
solution to meet protein demands of

growing population, the environmental
benefits are well lauded. 

World Edible Insect Day

Humans
bite back!

23


